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the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


-80/I-287 priority lane study begins 


A two-part study of the feasibility of 
rush hour priority lanes on I-80 in Morris 
County and on I-287 in Somerset and 
Morris Counties has begun. It was 
recommended by the Transportation 
Executive Council (TEC) and is being 
conducted by Parsons Brinckerhoff 


Quade & Douglas, Inc., of West Trenton. 


“The TEC has made moving more 
people in fewer vehicles one of its 
primary strategies to help solve New 
Jersey’s transportation problems,” said 
Commissioner Tom Downs in announc- 
ing the study. 

“This study reflects the TEC’s recom- 
mendation that I-80 and I-287, where 
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place or being planned, be examined as 
sites for high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) 
lanes or other rush hour priority treat- 
ments.” 

A decision concerning the feasibility of 
an HOV treatment on I-80 is expected by 
mid-August. A similar recommendation 
concerning the I-287 corridor is expected 
in January. 

In addition to an engineering analysis, 
the study will include a planning and 
communications evaluation. To deter- 
mine public attitudes, a telephone survey 
of motorists who use the two roads and 
interviews with area employers will be 
conducted. A special steering committee 
comprised of representatives from 


planning, engineering and communica- 
tions has been established to work with 
the consultant and an external advisory 
group during the study. 

The 12.5-mile study area on I-80 runs 
from Route 15 in Dover to I-280 in 
Parsippany-Troy Hills, Morris County, 
where two construction contracts are in 
progress to add a fourth lane in both 
directions. 

The I-287 study area is 28 miles long 
and runs from Route 22 in Bridgewater, 
Somerset County, to I-80 in Parsippany- 
Troy Hills, Morris County. Design is 
under way for the addition of a third lane 
in each direction through portions of the 
study area. 


Department experiments with alternative fuels 


The Department is participating in a $2 
million demonstration project to convert 
200 state-owned cars, vans and trucks 
from gasoline power to compressed 
natural gas, electricity and alcohol-based 
fuels. Funding is provided through a 
$500,000 grant from PSE&G and a $1.5 
million allocation from the state Petro- 
leum Overcharge Reimbursement Fund. 

““We are pleased to be part of this 
demonstration project,” Commissioner 


Tom Downs said. “This effort reflects the 


Transportation Executive Council’s 
policy of integrating transportation and 
environmental goals.” 


Did you know? 


Downs noted that NJ TRANSIT and 
PSE&G are also carrying out a special 
demonstration project this year using 
six buses fueled by compressed natural 
gas. 

The project will evaluate the efficiency, 
performance and cost-effectiveness of 
alternate fuels, particularly for fleet use. 
If successful in the state-owned fleet, the 
project could be expanded to include 
fleets operated by other transportation 
agencies in New Jersey. 

The first retrofitted state-owned 
vehicles are expected to be on the road 
in six months. 


The first bridge over the Delaware River was con- 
structed in Trenton at the site of today’s “Trenton makes, 


the world takes” structure. The bridge 
was opened to traffic on 
January 30, 1806, at a 


cost of $180,000. The »#f—=— 
1,003-foot structure 229 pz 
consisted of five 

wooden arches on stone 

piers. The original piers _.... 
now support the present steel 
bridge. 


Vol. 25, No. 11, June 6, 1991 


. Commissioner Tom Downs 


Goveror Jim Florio proclaimed May 
“Bike Month” in New Jersey. Led by 
Bill Feldman, NJDOT’s Bicycle/ 
Pedestrian Advocate, the Governor and 
his wife, Lucinda, took a two-mile 
bicycle tour through Sandy Hook Park in 
Monmouth County to mark the event. 

The signing was witnessed by repre- 
sentatives from several bicycle clubs and 
advocacy groups. 

Florio noted that the bicycle is still a 
popular recreational vehicle but that its 
use for commuting is growing. Because 
it uses no non-renewable energy source 
and is non-polluting, the bicycle offers an 
energy-efficient, inexpensive and 
environmentally sound alternative to the 
single passenger vehicle, particularly for 
short commuter trips. 

Florio urged county and local govern- 
ments and private employers to initiate 
and encourage bicycling and commended 
the NJDOT for its continuing efforts to 
promote and expand the use of bikes for 
other than recreational use. 


Appointments 


Eugene Reilly, Director, Division of 
Research and Demonstration, has been 
selected to serve on AASHTO’s Research 
Advisory Committee. The committee 
will conduct an inventory of special 
highway research facilities. 


Bob Scancella, Project Engineer, 
Maintenance, has been named chairman 
of the 199] Kick-a-tick-a-thon, a fund- 
raising effort which benefits the 
Monmouth-Ocean County Lyme Disease 
Foundation. Organized by the New 
Jersey Tae kwon do Parent-Student 
Association, the effort will feature martial 
arts and Jazzercise students soliciting 
funds door-to-door in June and staging a 
fund-raising event at the Ocean County 
Mall in Toms River from July 19 to 21. 


Awards 


The Policemen’s Benevolent Associa- 
tion of East Rutherford presented their 
Citizens Award to David Lortz, Crew 


June bike events 


June 8, Get Ready Century, Fort Mott 
State Park, 50 and 100K, South Jersey 
Wheelman, 609-848-5038. 


June 8, Bike Ride Plus, Morristown, 
10, 30 and 66 miles, American Lung 
Association, 201-538-0200. 


June 9, Tour to Breathe Rides, Harris- 
burg, PA, 65 miles, American Lung 
Association, 1-800-932-0903. 


Supervisor, and the members of his Crew 
219 in Secaucus for returning bonds they 
found on Route 3. 


New arrivals 


Jay Khetani, Senior Engineer, Newark, 
and his wife, Jayshree, recently welcomed 
their second son, Soham, on May 10. 


Keith Repp, Mechanic, C&M, in Mays 
Landing and his wife, Janet, are the proud 
parents of a baby boy, Nicholas Anthony, 
who was born April 6. 


Obituary 


William J. Guhl, 56, died April 8. 
Guhl retired in September 1990 as a 
Highway Drilling Operations Crew 
Supervisor. He began his career with the 
Department in 1953 as a laborer. Guhl is 
survived by his wife, Dorothy, a son, four 
daughters, two sisters, two grandchildren 
and several nieces and nephews. 


June 13, The Roadrunner Rides, 
Sewell, South Jersey Wheelmen, 
609-691-3936. 


June 14 to 16, WAG ’91, Slippery 
Rock, PA, 15 to 100 mile, Western 
Pennsylvania Wheelmen, 412-782-1341. 


June 22, Jersey Double, Oldwick, 
Western Jersey Wheelmen, 908-236-9619. 


June 22 & 23, Pennsylvania Dutch MS 
150 Bike Tour, Allentown, PA, National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, 215-935- 
7230. 


June 30, Deer and Dog Dodging 
Double Century, Sergeantsville, 53, 106, 
112 and 212 miles, Suburban Cyclists, - 
215-675-1109. 


June 30, Double or Nothing Tandem 
Bicycle Ride, Carmel, 44 and 66 miles, 
Carmel Fire Department, 

609-451-5104. 


Traffic Management 
(From page one) 


existing congestion on roads in the 
coverage area. 

.In addition, the office would help to 
reduce recurring congestion caused by 
daily traffic volume through ramp 
metering, computerized signal systems, 
electronic toll traffic management and 
motorist advisory/diversion systems. 

The legislation would provide New 
Jersey with $6 million over five years to 
set up the regional office, fund the design 
and installation of communications and 
traffic surveillance equipment and 
conduct a technical study of approxi- 
mately 300 miles of road under various 
agency jurisdictions in the five-county 
area. 


Transition Transporter: 


The Department's Print Shop 
is completing its move to the 
Headquarters complex. During 
the transition, this mini-format 


Transporter is being photocop- 
ied. It will return to its original 
format beginning with the next 
issue. Please send in your 
news tips. 


